The Mission and Rule of Life of the
Pontifical Irish College Post-graduate Community

A. The Mission of the Pontifical Irish College
1. PCIl Identity and Mission

1.1. PCI-PG, the post-graduate house of the Pontifical Irish College, is under the auspices of
the Irish Episcopal Conference, and welcomes diocesan priests from all parts of the world, as
well as priests who are incardinated into Religious Institutes or Apostolic Societies These are
considered for residence according to the criteria elaborated below (cf. "3. By nomination of the
Bishop or Superior" Passim). The priests, who are nominated by their diocesan Bishop or
Superior to live at PCl, have completed the major seminary curriculum and are sent to Rome to
obtain a specialization in one of the sacred sciences at one of the Pontifical Universities Of
Institutes.

1.2. The formal purpose of PIC-PG is to be a centre of hospitality and a source of ongoing
formation for priests , who, sent to Rome by their Bishops or Superiors for a specialization in
studies, are preparing themselves for a more dedicated service in their diocese or religious
community. Student priests at PCI-PG seek to strengthen their spiritual configuration to Christ,
Head and Shepherd. PCI-PG, by providing a network of resources, facilitates this process.

1.3. In a more intensive way, student priests continue their ongoing formation in the intellectual,
pastoral, spiritual, and human dimensions. Moreover, they are urged to deepen their spiritual
lives and to develop a sense of availability, responsibility and integrity.

2. A centre of ongoing formation

2.1 PIC-PGis alocus of "ongoing formation" for priests in post-graduate study. This is the
service that PC-PG offers to student priests, who, having received presbyteral Ordination, have
matured in their vocation, enabling them to assume even greater responsibility (or their priestly
life and mission in the Church.

2.2. The mission of PCI-PG is to encourage student priests in their spiritual growth in every way
possible; to renew priests in the grace of the sacrament received; and to sustain priests in their
daily journey of holiness of life.

Ordinarily, student priests of PCI-PG come to Rome after some pastoral, administrative or
diocesan curial experience. They welcome, with particular gratitude, the religious, cultural and
academic opportunities offered to enlarge their experience of priestly life and ministry.

2.4. Dedication to ecclesiastical studies offers few opportunities for personal affirmation,
readily available in other pastoral settings. However, community life at PCI-PG is less subject to
the difficulties one may encounter when studying in a foreign culture with all of its incumbent



challenges. The active support of fellow students and College staff assists student: priests in
their transition to Rome. For this reason, living at PCI-PG is viewed as a graced experience by
which student priests can expand their personal and ministerial horizons.

1. By nomination of the Bishop or Superior

3.1  PCI-PG welcomes student priests who have been selected for postgraduate studies by
explicit nomination from their respective Diocesan Bishops or Religious Superiors. Those who
come on their own initiative or for their own purpose, without reference to diocesan or
institutional mission, are not accepted as residents of PCI-PG.

3.2 According to the grace and bond of priestly ordination connecting every student diocesan
priest to his own particular Church (or religious profession connecting a priest to a Religious
Institute or Apostolic Society), the "nomination" of a priest's proper Bishop or Superior is
required. PCI-PG, for its part, recognizes and fosters a diocesan character for its residents. For
those involved in institutions, such as regional seminaries, a "nomination" may come from one's
Superior (e.g., Rector) provided that he obtains the approval of the respective Diocesan Bishop
or Religious Superior.

3.3 Even though the Diocesan Bishop or Religious Superior nominates a priest to study in Rome,
the priest is, nonetheless, on mission for service to his diocese or religious community.
Ostensibly, he is "on assignment" just like his other diocesan or religious brothers who serve in
parochial or other ministries. His mission is to prepare himself for future ministerial needs that
the Bishop or Superior will determine.

3.
4. For the service of the Church

4.1 When student priests have completed their time of study in Rome they are typically
nominated by their diocesan Bishop to serve their local Church or another ecclesiastical
institution, such as a regional Seminary. Each diocesan Bishop or Religious Superior seeks to
equip his priests for the duties that will be entrusted to them. For this purpose, residence at PCI-
PG is an occasion in which priests cooperate and collaborate with diocesan Bishops or
Religious Superiors, preparing them for pastoral service. While aimed at academic formation
and scholarship, the experience of living at PCI-PG is also meant to be a source of ongoing
formation for dedicated priestly service in the Church.

4.2 Student priests live out this service in the Church when they recognize with joy and gratitude
their time in Rome as a "gift" entrusted to them for the benefit of the Church that sent them and
to which they will return.

5. Toward a specialization in studies

5.1 Offering to student priests a centre equipped for study of the sacred disciplines or sciences
is the immediate goal that justifies the existence of PCI-PG. Diocesan Bishops and Superiors, in
fact, send priests here whom they believe to be suitable for deeper study in one or more of the
ecclesiastical sciences, in order to obtain a specialization and / or advanced academic
degrees.

5.2 Their specialized study is the specific and particular mode with which students are called to
live and exercise their service to the Church. By way of their study, they can:



acquire a deeper understanding of the faith in order to be more effective in serving their brothers
and sisters; ®participate in a personal way in the pastoral initiatives of the Bishop, as they seek
to commit their personal talents and specific charisms to assist their local Church; #offer their
particular contribution for improved pastoral initiatives, for the formation of future priests, for an
adequate growth for the entire presbyterate, for the care of vocations with special consecration,
and / or for a service of collaboration and co- responsibility with the laity.

5.3 The student priestis to be diligent in his study, utilizing the methods proper to each
discipline. Such study can aid a priest to live more authentically a life of servant leadership.

5.4 The commitment to ecclesiastical studies is characterized by zeal, dedication, and prudent
moderation. Study of the sacred disciplines is a significant element of one's vocational
equilibrium. Nevertheless, it does not upset the balance necessary in one's personal life which
requires proper rest, health, prayer life, and priestly fraternity.

5.5 Every student priest, while expanding his understanding of his own discipline, does not
neglect to maintain the horizons of his own personal interests. He comes to value and take
advantage of the many occasions of interdisciplinary study available in Rome.

6. In a priestly community

6.1. PCI-PG offers its residents an authentic priestly community. The atmosphere / ethos of the
residence encourages each student priest to lead a balanced life integrating the following
elements: spiritual, pastoral, intellectual, and human. These elements are dynamic and in
active tension with each other. It is indeed a privileged community where diocesan priests can
vivify a genuine priestly identity. Coming from different local Churches, the student priests
experience a unique form of fraternity at PCI-PG. It is a blessed place for sharing ordained life
with a view to a more dedicated service to the Church, both local and universal.

6.2 PCI-PG, for this reason, intends to be a welcoming house in which priestly bonds are
strengthened; relationships of reciprocal esteem and collaboration are established and
fortified; cultural, ecclesial, and spiritual traditions are exchanged; and open and mature
priestly relationships are nurtured. In a true sense, PCI-PG represents a microcosm of priestly
life from across the world in which priests can enjoy a certain awareness of pastoral concerns
from different regions and foster priestly solidarity with each other.

6.3 The residents live, in a more profound way, this presbyteral communion. It is simultaneously
a gift and a responsibility. Residents seek to enjoy the presence of each others' company, to
offer an occasion to share gifts for the welfare of the entire community, to rediscover the beauty
of sacramental fraternity, to cultivate sound priestly friendships, and to be aware of the gifts and
needs of other local Churches. Overall, it requires an interior availability to mature in faith and
to live in fraternal charity together.

6.4 Student priests therefore find living at PCI-PG a vital occasion whereby they can prepare
themselves to make a significant contribution to their local presbvterates while fostering the
esteem and respect for their brother priests and the mission of the local and universal Church.

7. In the Church and in the city of Rome

7.1 Located in the Church which is in Rome, PCI-PG urges and encourages her residents to take
advantage of all that Rome means and offers. Beyond the possibilities of attending the various
Pontifical Universities and Institutes, student priests find for themselves an opportunity to know



and experience the uniqueness of the local Church with her own rich and complex historical,
cultural, and civic traditions.

7.2. The first significant opportunity is established by one's presence in the Church in Rome,
called to preside with universal charity, promoting communion among all the Churches. each
local Church has a singular character proper to itself, the presence of the successor of St. Peter,
as Bishop of Rome, makes this particular Church unique. A student priest gains an appreciation
for Peter's role in

confirming his brothers in their faith through his participation in the life of the Church at
Rome.

e Livingin Rome facilitates, directly and immediately, moments of encounter and prayer
with the Holy Father, a constant attention to his ministry and magisterium, a visible
communion with him, a sharing of his joys and worries for the Church and the entire
world.

¢ Living in Rome, a major crossroads of the world, offers student priests the occasion for
dialogue as well as a singular awareness of the complex ecclesial reality that
participates in solicitude for all Churches.

e Livingin Rome enables the student priest to witness the dynamism of communion that
binds various Churches together in charity for a more evangelical ministry.

¢ Livingin Rome, with its singular tradition, gifts, experiences, difficulties, problems and
pastoral preoccupations, establishes a fertile field of pastoral insight into the "diocesan
dimension of the Roman presbyterate experienced by student priests in their years of
study in Rome.

3. Inthe civic and cultural sphere, the student priests find in Rome a vibrant cosmopolitan
city, grappling with its own urban problems. Rome enables them to encounter diverse
experiences and cultures; to appreciate the values of a historically rich civilization; to
encounter the beauty of an extraordinary artistic and historical patrimony.

4. Located in the heart of Rome, close to the patriarchal Basilica of St John Lateran PCI-PG
enjoys arich religious and cultural history. Like the seminarians who occupied the
college until recent times, student priests also place themselves under the loving gaze
and protection of Our Lady, who was ever obedient to God's will in her life

PCI-PG Manual of Information

The PCI-PG is a community house of prayer and study for diocesan priests, secular or religious,
assigned to graduate studies at the Universities in Rome. Its goal is to provide an environment
and facilities for diocesan priests that will facilitate their priestly growth, spiritually,
intellectually, and personally.

1. COMMON LIFE AT THE PONTIFICAL IRISH COLLEGE

A strong spirit of priestly fraternity and mutual support has characterized the College. Residents
are encouraged to do their part to contribute to this spirit.

A. General Norms



1. A llifestyle in keeping with priestly ideals is expected. The practice of the virtues and especially
mutual charity and support is presumed.

B. Spiritual and Liturgical Life

2.

3.

For every priest, his personal relationship with the Lord is central. It is presumed that
every resident will make prayer a priority in his daily schedule.

Detailed information on the liturgical life of the House is provided.

C. Studies and Academic Life

4.

5.

The primary purpose of residence at the College is the successful completion of a
graduate degree with a view to service to the Church.

To facilitate an environment conducive to study and research a quiet atmosphere is
observed in the house and priests are expected to keep music etc. at appropriate levels
so as not to disturb others.

D. Meals at the College

. Because of the logistics of serving an entire community, the following rules are in place
regarding meals at the College:

6.

a.

9.

Timing ofMeals:

Unless otherwise noted, breakfast is available daily from 7:15am to 9:00am, pranzo is
served at 1:00pm, and cena is served at 7:30pm. For pranzo and cena, residents are
expected to be in the Refectory ready to begin the meal at the posted meal times (1
:00pm and 7:30pm, respectively).

Residents are given a 10-minute grace period after the start of pranzo and cena whereby
they can still make it to the Refectory and participate in the meal. No one should enter
the Refectory more than ten minutes late.

Attendance at Meals:

During the course of the year, the Refectory operates on the assumption that all
residents, unless otherwise noted, will be present for meals. Any resident not present
for a meal must sign out in advance using the sign out sheet in the Refectory a day in
advance of the meal.

During the summer and certain holiday periods, when large numbers of residents are
away from the house, the Refectory switches to a sign-in procedure. Residents should
only come to the meals for which they have indicated their presence in advance.

Residents not present for a meal in the Refectory may request a sacco using the sacco
request form. Requests for a sacco should be given one meal in advance of when one is
asking for the sacco.

Residents with special dietary needs should make them known to the Kitchen Capo, and
efforts will be made to accommodate them.

Guests at Meals: (see below)

E. Communal Order



11. Attire in the Refectory on Sunday is clerical suit or cassock at pranzo. At pranzo Monday
through Friday, clerics are assumed. Trousers and collared shirts may be worn at pranzo
on Saturday and at cena through the week.

12. There are a number of spaces for information to be made available for other residents.
13.
14. 11. GUESTS AT THE COLLEGE

The College is primarily a private residence of study for graduate priests, requiring an
atmosphere of quiet, prayer, courtesy, and decorum. However, guests are occasionally present
in connection with the College or one of the residents. To accommodate guests while
maintaining the boundaries of a priestly residence, the following norms are in place.

A. Daytime Guests at the College
13. The following three categories of places in the building have been desighated:

a. Public: Open to residents and guests (Main Chapel, Refectory, Parlours, Courtyards, and
Student Kitchen via elevators Of North Stairwell).

b. Semi-Private: Limited to residents and those with special permission (where?0).

c. Private: Limited to residents only (private rooms, terraces, corridors, showers & toilets,
TV rooms, workout facilities, ); .-

14. Guests are to be accompanied by a resident at all times and are not permitted in private
areas of the building; they are to be welcomed in the parlours on the Main Floor or in the
Student Kitchen. Guest hours are 9:00am to 9:00pm.

15. Tours or visits beyond the Main Floor, and the use of chapels and altars by non-resident
priests or outside groups are generally not permitted without the express permission of
the Superior.

B. Guests at Meals

16. Residents who would like to invite a guest for a meal at the College must first seek
approval from the Superior by completing the form outside the mailroom. After receiving
the approval, the resident should indicate the guest's presence using the guest sign-in
form in the Refectory.

17. Guests could be professors, priest classmates, or visiting priests. It would not normally
be possible to invite whole families to meals. In general, residents are encouraged to
exercise prudence in who they invite and how often they extend invitations.

18. Large in-house celebrations and holidays are exceptions to the normal guest policy.
Certain celebrations are intended only for the community. Other celebrations have a
limited number of guest spots. For those, a special guest invitation procedure will be
announced in advance of the event. Residents should not invite guests to a large
celebration without first confirming that guests will be allowed.

C. Overnight Guests at the College



20. The College has a small number of guestrooms, which can be opened to guests on a
case-by-case basis and upon the Superior's approval. Space is limited and priority is
given to those directly involved in College (e.g. Bishops, Diocesan Officials, Alumni,
Benefactors). If space allows, visiting priests and immediate family of residents could be
given permission to stay in the guest suites.

21. Overnight guests are customarily invited to join community meals for the time they are
staying in house. The recommended offering is $100.00 per diem, full board.

22. Guests are expected to follow the Guest Policies during their stay. Guests are to be
accompanied by their hosts to meals and other gatherings to which they are invited.
Guests are not permitted to have guests during their stay.

D
11. OTHER NORMS:

28. A no-smoking policy is in effect in all indoor spaces. 29. Any resident planning to be absent
overnight from the College should complete the designated travel form and submit it to the
Superior

30. General information about life at the College will be provided to new residents via the PCI-
PG Orientation Guide. The Orientation Guide covers many aspects of making the transition to
the College.

APPENDICES
1. Terms of Room Cleanliness and Maintenance

Residents are responsible for the cleanliness and maintenance of the good condition of their
rooms. Food items kept in rooms must be stored in closed containers to avoid attracting and
harbouring pests and to avoid contamination of food. Floors should be swept and mopped
weekly and again whenever the need is apparent. Cleaning of the bathroom should be done
weekly. Residents are expected to work out an equitable schedule to maintain these standards.
The College will provide cleaning supplies. The diocese/religious order of the resident who fails
to maintain the cleanliness and physical condition of his rooms will be subject to cover the cost
of having the living area professionally cleaned



